The role of public-sector organizations (PSOs) for promoting the agenda of sustainability 10 accounting and accountability is often not adequately considered [1]. In the public sector universe, 
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Introduction
24
Nowadays the paradigm of sustainable development (SD) is considered as one of the key 25 research and policy issues [5] . The concept of sustainable development was institutionalized at the 
33
The role of LGOs towards sustainability is essential. Recently the United Nations Conference on 34 Sustainable Development, the so called Rio+20, emphasizes the issues related with sustainability and 35 the function of the Public Sector Organization (PSOs) in facing these topics: "Given the scale of the 36 challenges, the international community will not make meaningful progress without much greater 37 action by governments in the coming years and decades" [6] . Essentially, LGOs are the institutional 38 reference closest to the citizens and to economic and social organizations and they have the task of 39 promoting a culture of sustainable development [2, 3] .
40
The debate on the SD regards both the identification of the actors called upon to implement it,
41
both the methods and tools to achieve it. In this sense, a means considered useful for the promotion 42 of the SD agenda is the attention devoted by the accounting research related to the reports [7, 8, 9] .
43
There are several kinds of reports dealing with sustainability issues, they may contain social aspects 44 only or environmental items only, or they may include these in connection with subjects such as © 2017 by the author(s). Distributed under a Creative Commons CC BY license.
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terms "sustainability reports" (SR). The sustainability reports are the external tools (written reports) 47 that communicate public policies of LGOs on sustainability matters [10, 11] .
48
In this scenario, the study focuses on the sustainability reports of the Local Governments and
49
the purpose is to analyze the trend and the barriers of the diffusion in Italian LGOs.
50
To examine the extent to which Italian LGOs are reporting on sustainability, it is used a mail 51 survey technique. Taking into account that literature [12, 13] suggests that the majority of Italian 52 municipalities do not produce sustainability report, two specific research questions area considered.
53
RQ 1 Are Italian LGOs reporting on sustainability nowadays?
54
RQ 2 Which are the barriers to the diffusion of the SR?
55
The paper contributes to the sustainability reporting in LGOs research field. The study provides 56 insights into the status of sustainability reporting in LGOs throughout a quantitative research that
57
shows the trend in a long period of reporting practices. From the theoretical perspective, the study 58 adds contribution to the existing literature on public sector sustainability reporting by analyzing the 59 barriers to the SR adoption. Considering that over 90% of Italian municipalities did not produce the 60 SR, Italy is a relevant case study because there could be a long evaluation period that allow to deepen 61 the reasons behind the choice to not adopt the SR (barriers) that validate the trend. On this basis the 62 study could suggest policy implications for local actors to go beyond the barriers and enhance the 63 diffusion of SR.
64
The paper is structured as follow. Second paragraph provides literature review on the diffusion 
75
Starting from the definition of the Bruntdland Report, the sustainable development concept has 76 to be declined from theory into practice: according to Williams, Wilmshurt and Clift [17] there is the 77 need "to move the term from a theoretical concept to an operational concept". This means translating 78 the sustainable strategies into sustainable practical decisions and activities.
79
This process is not so easy to do as to say but it is accepted that "the Local Government has a 80 key role to play if the sustainable development agenda is to be pursued" [2, 17, 6]. According to 81 previous literature the definition of sustainable development at local community level adopted in 82 this paper is "the sustainable development consists of local activities that create the conditions for 83 economic growth without damage the local territories and increasing social equity".
84
The attention on sustainability matters in Local Governments is one of the core themes of 
87
To study the empirical application of the sustainable development one of the public 88 accountability tools, from an external point of view, is the sustainability report [10, 11] .
89
The majority of researches in sustainability reporting have centered their attention on the private 90 sector that has devoted increasing attention to the issue of sustainability accounting [20, 21] . In the 91 public sector only in recent years has increased the interest on this topic [22, 23, 24] 
108
Italian LGOs, they show that LGOs' inclination to disclosure and ability to provide information, in a 109 non-mandatory SR framework, is the result of a path that drive organizations to become more similar, 
181
The findings demonstrate that initially transparency seems to be the main driver behind voluntary 
198
Once the population was stratified, a common contact was identified through the random selection 
214
The questionnaire was structured as follow: 
217
The results were analyzed both using descriptive statistics and investigating possible relations 
222
In surveys carried out over the Internet, it is quite common to get a rather limited response rate.
223
An acceptable rate of response for this type of survey is equal to 10%. In this study with reference to 
Results
227
The first result is that only the 4% of the Municipalities prepares a SR in 2013 (no. 9
228
Municipalities among 234). This result highlights a strong decrease (Figure 1) considering the results
229
of 2009 (11%). 
237
LGOs. Data analysis (Table 1) showed a significant association between the population groups and 238 the sustainability report adoption: variable (Pearson χ² (2)=24.19, p<0.01, Kendall's tau-b=0.24). On the one hand, only 1.2% of the municipalities belonging to the "fewer than 5,000" category 243 compiled the sustainability report. Similarly, 4.0% of the municipalities belonging to the "5,000- LGOs with more than 100,000 inhabitants (Figure 2) . In 250 fact, with reference to 2009, the SR spreads were 3.9% in LGs belonging to the "fewer than 5,000" 251 category, 19.1% in the cluster "5,000-20,000" and 20.0% in the "20,000-100,000" clusters.
239
252
As 
261
The most common answer (Table 2) given by 225 municipalities is that the cost reduction, related
262
to austerity, represents a barrier to the sustainability report preparation in terms of time and Over 100,000 0% 100% 0% 0%
Looking at reasons why the SR has not been published conditionally demographic classes
268
( Figure 4) it emerges that the theme of the cost reduction weights more on smaller Local
269
Governments. The result is not surprising: the preparation of the SR affects proportionally more on 270 the budgets of small municipalities although the incidence on total expenditure also if in these cases 271 is extremely limited. In simple words the lack of financial resources to devote to SR, influence the 272 significant number of disappearances of the sustainability report in municipalities with fewer than 273 20,000 inhabitants. In middle municipalities, with inhabitant from 20,000 to 100,000, and in the bigger 
286
Sad to say but evident from the available data: better stick than carrot in Italian framework.
287
Research has shown that the SR in LGOs was a phenomenon of considerable relevance but with a 
351
(at all levels). The introduction of a mandatory minimal sustainability report may bring also small 352 municipalities to work on the theme of sustainability thanks to the information inductance process
353
started from the obligation of reporting and reinforced by the subsequent coercive isomorphism.
354
Information inductance is the process by which the behavior of an individual is influenced by the 355 information that is required to disclose [44] .
